SOLAR ENERGY FOR RIVERDALE

"RISE" - Riverdale Initiative for Solar Energy - is a voluntary, community-based project that arose 

from the MASSIVE RESPONSE exhibition at Toronto’s Eastern Front Gallery this past June (www.massiveresponse.ca). 

Solar power will be one of the most important energy sources of the 21st century. Making the transition to a renewable energy economy as soon as possible is essential to avoid continued stress on the current electricity grid, climate change and air pollution from fossil fuels such as coal and natural gas, as well as preventing the continued production of radioactive nuclear waste. RISE participants realize that an investment in solar now is an investment in the future of our children and grandchildren.

RISE has brought together a large number of Homeowners in the greater Riverdale and Beaches neighbourhoods of Toronto who are interested in purchasing a clean-energy grid-tied PV solar system for their own home. Expecting to take advantage of economies of scale, RISE invites your company to submit a competitive, bulk purchase price for the total number of systems committed to. At this time the group list of participants/ interested homeowners totals about 100, plus a 260 unit housing Co-op.

For the purpose of this bidding, consideration will be given to local and close regional Ontario Companies who demonstrate:

•
The means and willingness to extend a substantial discounted price per system for a large group 
bulk purchase.

•
The ability to facilitate, co-ordinate and oversee a large order of a specified system to be installed at different locations with various roof configurations

•
Use of local materials/ products would be a bonus.

•
Corporate and social responsibility: bidding companies must be Members in good standing with the Canadian Solar Industries Association, demonstrate awareness of the issues of environmental stewardship, and must be willing to meet with the RISE group for a public information meeting scheduled for March 29, South Riverdale Community Health Centre, 955 Queen East. A digital projector is available for presentations.
Please submit in writing a detailed, itemized quote - base on a sliding scale estimate for 30 – 50, 

50 – 70, and 70 – 90 installed systems - that includes:

•
History of past large scale projects with references.

•
Configuration and specifications of your recommended Grid-tied PV system. 

•
Standard Retail Price for the above system and Extended Discounted Price for Bulk Purchase payable directly to the winning company by each individual property owner.

•
Price must include: site inspection, installation of complete system including all inverters, cabling, testing and commissioning, etc., taxes and warranties.

A re-estimate may be required if the 260 unit housing Co-op decides to participate in this initiative.

Deadline for Submissions: FebRuary 3, 2006

For further information, questions or clarification; please contact: insert contact info here, 

Ron McKay is a founding member of Eastern Front Gallery, 750A Queen St. East, and curator of the recent MASSIVE RESPONSE exhibition. An artist and freelance graphic designer, McKay is also a passionate social and environmental activist supporting Greenpeace, the David Suzuki Foundation, WindShare and AutoShare.

Key Terms of Engagement

This RFP should not be construed as a contract to purchase services. Successful proponent will enter into contracts with individual property owners.

The proponent’s proposal must clearly state Terms of Warranty for both product and installation.

The project’s volunteers reserve the right not to accept the lowest or any proposal.  The proponent’s submitted proposal is based upon the acceptance of the RFP conditions, in whole or in part, within 120 days of the Submission Deadline and is irrevocable during that period.

If an agreement cannot be concluded with the successful proponent, the project’s volunteers may, at their own discretion, terminate negotiations with that proponent and either negotiate an agreement with another proponent of its choice or choose to terminate the RFP process and not enter into an agreement with any of the proponents.

If a bidder intends to use the services of a sub-contractor, he/she must list the sub-contractors name(s) in their submission.

Neither acceptance of a proposal nor execution of an agreement shall constitute approval of an activity or development contemplated in any proposal that requires any approval, permit or licence pursuant to any federal, provincial, regional, district or municipal statute, regulation or by-law. It is the responsibility of the proponent to obtain such prior to commencement of the services with individual property owners.

The successful proponent will be required to provide proof of insurance in amounts and with terms satisfactory to the individual property owners. Such coverage shall include Comprehensive General Liability and Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) insurance.

The successful proponent agrees to defend, fully indemnify and save harmless the project’s volunteers from all actions, suits, claims, demands, losses, costs, charges and expenses whatsoever for all damage or injury including death to any person and all damage to any property which may arise directly or indirectly by reason of a requirement of the contract between the proponent and the individual property owner.

The project’s volunteers expressly disclaim any and all liability for representations, warranties expressed or implied or contained in, or for omissions from this RFP package or any written or oral information transmitted or made available at any time to a bidder.

